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Name of Property: Anne Parris Telescope House 
Location: vicinity of US 50 and MD 662 

MHT was advised as part of the Section 106 review for project 201102893\201103303 that "According 

to local informants and long-time neighbors, the Anne Parris Telescope House was demolished or 

collapsed in the 1980s after many years of neglect." 

Prepared by: Jonathan Sager Date: 8/24/2011 
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Standing on a small knoll north of Easton between Old Rt. 50 
and present Rt. 50 is a good early 19th century telescopic frame 
farmhouse. Like other telescopic houses of the period, it is 
composed of three sections diminishing in height from two and 
one-half storys to one and one-half to one story. 

The building is constructed on a brick foundation and the 
walls are covered with weatherboard. The tall portion of the 
building is three bays long and one room deep with a central 
entrance on both sides, though the east side is slightly off-
center. Its west facade has a late 19th century porch with 
Victorian entrance and two gables with Gothic arch windows. 
The east side has three dormers which pre-date the gables. A 
brick chimney rises within each gable. All of the sash has 
been replaced with 2/2 sash except for the dormers. 

The middle wing has a door with transom and a single window 
on each facade. A small dormer with 4/4 sash laid horizontally 
pierces each side of the 'A' roof. A chimney rises within its 
gable. The kitchen has the same fenestration as the center part, 
but it is less sophisticated and the structure is longer. A 
chimney rises within its gable, but the back of the fireplace 
is exposed outside on the north gable. 

Inside the original plan probably consists of a stair hall 
with room on each side in the tall section, and a single room 
in each of the other sections. From the east, the detail of the 
original stair can be seen and it appears to date from around 
the 1830's with turned intermediate newels and plain rectangular 
balusters. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant architecturally as a good example 
of early 19th century telescopic farmhouse. It is similar to 
Clayland, Irish Creek although possibly a decade later. Every 
effort should be made to see that this building be spared when 
the city of Easton bulges north and builds a conference/civic 
center on this farm. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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